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other were caught up and carried everywhere and 
eagerly devoured as were his. Through his utter- 
ances, made and re-made at every important juncture 
of international misunderstanding and conflict, the 
irrationality and iniquitousness of war were brought 
home to the conscience of the world as could have 
been done in no other way, and as no other man of 
the time seemed capable of doing. Under his lumin- 
ous and trenchant denunciations war was made to 
look black as night and terrible as hell, not " bril- 
liant " and " glorious," as it has often been pictured 
to be. By reason of the sheer greatness and moral 
power of his personality men were compelled to listen 
to him, and the world can never again think about 
war as it had been accustomed to think before he 
came " crying in the wilderness." 

In order to judge properly of his positions, from 
either the intellectual or the ethical point of view, 
one must take into account his environment and the 
personal experience through which he had passed. 
He knew war from personal contact with it. He 
had seen it in all its inherent brutality and savagery. 
He knew its degrading effects upon the men partici- 
pating in it. His country was one of the greatest 
and most autocratic military powers of the time, and 
he saw at first hand the corrupting and ruinous effects 
of militarism on the government and the people alike, 
the bureaucratic tyranny of it, the suppression of the 
rights and liberties of the people, the economic degra- 
dation following in its wake. His break with the 
system, therefore, when the light broke upon him, 
was complete and final. It was impossible for him 
to make any compromise with it. To have done so 
would have been to him the supreme cowardice and 
villainy. And it was this high-minded, whole-souled, 
courageous acceptance and proclamation of the truth 
about war, as he had found it out, in the midst of the 
untoward environment in which he found himself, 
that made Tolstoy the moral leader of the Czar's em- 
pire, and the supreme peace prophet of his time. 

So far as concerns his influence in the Russian 
empire, in behalf of liberty, justice and peace, it 
seems certain that he could have accomplished little 
or nothing on any other ground than the radical one 
which he took. He was tolerated by the government 
because his non-resistant principles and his condem- 
nation of resort to arms for any purpose whatever 
made him among the people a bulwark against revo- 
lutionary violence. If he had favored the use of 
force against the government his life would not have 
been worth a rouble. His fate, if not death, would 
have been a Siberian prison, or exile from his country. 
But sheltered by his principles from attack by the 
government, he was able year after year to exert an 
influence throughout the empire which, working like 
leaven, aided greatly in transforming public opinion, 
even among the ruling classes, and thus preparing the 
way for an ultimate government of the people for 



the people, a government in the interests of right, 
justice and freedom, a government by law and not 
by the sword. How widespread his influence was is 
indicated by the fact that when he died the Douma 
itself adjourned for a week in honor of his memory. 
It will seem strange for a time to hear no more the 
prophet's voice from far Yasnaya Polyana, but his 
mighty influence for right, liberty, love, brotherhood 
and in general the highest moral ideals of life will 
continue far into the future. It is not exaggerating 
to say that the era of goodwill and peace, when the 
nations shall learn war no more, is much nearer by 
reason of what Leo Tolstoy has done. 



Death of the Founder of the Red Cross. 

The death of Henri Dunant, founder of the Interna- 
tional Red Cross Society, on the 30th of October, has 
taken away one of the most interesting and beneficent 
men of the past century. He has been little before the 
public in recent years, as he has been in broken health 
and living in retirement, first at an old men's home near 
Geneva, and more recently at a sanatorium at Heiden, 
near Lake Constance, 

After the battle of Solferino, Italy, June 24, 1859, Mr. 
Dunant, a well-to-do Swiss whose home was at Geneva, 
and who was traveling for pleasure, was detained on the 
battlefield, and was so appalled by what he saw of the 
horrors of the scene and the terrible sufferings of the 
wounded and dying, many of whom had lain there neg- 
lected for several days, that he conceived the idea of 
getting the nations to enter into agreement to consider 
as neutral all sick and wounded combatants and all per- 
sons giving them succor, and thus secure organized relief 
work for sick and wounded soldiers. 

At first he found very little encouragement from either 
individuals or governments; but he kept devotedly at 
the task which he had set himself, visiting most of the 
capitals of Europe and spending his entire fortune in his 
travels and labors. At last, after four years, through the 
cooperation of the Swiss Federal Council, he succeeded 
in bringing about an international conference at Geneva 
in October, 1863, which was participated in by sixteen 
governments. The result of this conference was the 
Red Cross Convention of August 8, 1864, in nine arti- 
cles, providing for ," the amelioration of the wounded in 
armies in the field." This convention was signed at first 
by only twelve governments. Afterwards other govern- 
ments, one by one, became signatories, and at the present 
time all the important governments of the world, more 
than forty of them, are parties to the treaty. The United 
States government acceded to the convention in 1882. 

The Red Cross Society, since its creation, has devel- 
oped into a world-wide and most beneficent humane 
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organization. It has saved the lives of many thousands 
of disabled men who otherwise would have perished from 
neglect on battlefields. But it has gone far beyond this 
limited sphere, and extended its well-organized service 
to those who have been injured or impoverished by 
earthquakes, conflagrations and kindred calamities. In 
all great exigencies of this kind it is prepared to proceed 
at once to the scene of distress, and give immediate as- 
sistance in an intelligent and efficient way. 

But this is not all. The Red Cross has from the very 
start proved to be a powerful agency, in an indirect way, 
in the promotion of the cause of international arbitration 
and peace. Its work of relief on the battlefields of all 
the wars since it was founded has revealed and impressed, 
more fully than was previously recognized, the insanity 
and utter absurdity of war. Why, its workers have often 
asked, should the nations launch great armies against each 
other, and then follow up their deadly and ghastly work 
with the feeble effort — for comparatively it is always 
feeble — to patch up a little of the infinite mischief which 
has been wrought? Why not settle the disputes be- 
forehand, in a rational and humane way, and avoid the 
awful desolation and loss ? This is the question which 
the Red Cross has posted up on every sickening and 
loathsome battleground. Indeed, in the light of its work 
of mercy the battlefield has been shown to be the very 
antithesis of civilization. 

Thus it has come about naturally enough that practi- 
cally all of the Red Cross leaders and workers have 
become ardent advocates of arbitration and opponents of 
battle and bloodshed. As soon as the organized peace 
movement began its work in Switzerland Henri Danant 
connected himself with it, and was ever afterwards an 
ardent supporter of its principles and policies. Clara 
Barton, who was for many years, until overtaken by old 
age, almost the soul of the organization and the very em- 
bodiment of mercy, has lost no opportunity to express her 
condemnation of a system whose very nature is cruelty 
and destruction, and to urge the settlement of differences 
by rational and merciful methods. 

In this way the Red Cross, founded by Henri Dunant, 
which has carried the element of mercy on to the red, 
reeking field of battle produced by a cruel and merciless 
system of brute violence, has done much to open the eyes 
of the world to the heartlessness and utter inhumanity of 
the whole system of war, and to promote the adoption of 
that system of goodwill and pacific judicial settlement 
of disputes which is in time to banish the red scourge 
from the earth. 

In view of what he had done in this way towards the 
peace of the world, the Nobel Committee of the Nor- 
wegian Parliament, when they made the first award of 
the Peace Prize the 10th of December, 1901, decided 
that Henri Dunant was one of the first entitled to receive 



it. So he and Frederic Passy, who shared the prize with 
him that year, stand at the head of the growing list of 
Nobel Peace Laureates. 



Aviation and War. 



The extreme to which military rivalry has gone is 
illustrated in no way better than by the nervous anxiety 
shown by all the military powers to be among the first 
to put into the air a fleet of war craft. The aeroplane 
and other types of airship for any other than war pur- 
poses seem so far to have been little thought of. Every- 
where the question is. How can airships be put to the 
service of the national defense ? 

France is already boasting that she is ahead of all other 
governments in her air armament ; and as Great Britain, 
by her large navy, has acquired superiority on the sea, so 
she proposes from this time on to. bend every energy 
toward gaining and holding the military mastery of the 
air. This is an indication that the old spirit of France is 
not dying as fast as we had hoped. 

So moderate a man as our own Secretary of War, Hon. 
J. M. Dickinson, who has been a genuine friend of arbi- 
tration and peace, has come home from his trip to the 
Far East convinced that our government, too, must have 
its contingent of air fighting craft, and proposes in his 
annual report this winter to recommend to Congress to 
make a suitable appropriation for this purpose. 

England and Germany and the rest are likewise in the 
race for aerial supremacy. It seems possible that very 
soon Dreadnaughts and torpedo boats and torpedo-boat 
destroyers will be out of the count, and that the whole 
mad military race will have transferred itself from the 
land and the water to the air above us. This is all ludi- 
crous in the extreme, or would be so if these great and 
mighty powers were not all in such mortal fear and in dead 
earnest to avoid being outwitted by one another. They 
seem to be totally lacking in sense of humor. One would 
think that they would at least wait to launch their " airy 
navies" until an airship is invented which will not, as 
like as not, come down broken and uncontrollable into 
the verymidst of the enemy and kill every man in it. 
But the most ludicrous, pitiably ludicrous, thing about 
it all is that governments claiming to be civilized and 
enlightened, and sometimes even making pretense to the 
title Christian, should be to-day, after nineteen centuries 
of Christian instruction and after the meeting of two 
great world Conferences at The Hague, living in such a 
spirit of distrust and fear of each other that they jump 
wildly at every invention of science in order to "get the 
drop" on each other. The airship rivalry is a new 
satire on civilization, to quote Premier Asquith's phrase, 
worse even than that of the prodigious armaments on sea 
and land which have grown up with the centuries. 



